THE  END-1894

between ae and ai at the end of a word in rapid conver-
sation is of the very slightest, and in Samoa they are
practically indistinguishable. In the Marquesas Steven-
son was able to separate them. At VaiSima one day
we were making trial of these and other subtleties of
sound; in almost every case his ear was exactly correct
Nothing more shook his admiration for Herman Melville
than that writer's inability to approximate to the native
names of the Marquesas and Tahiti, and in his own deli-
cate hearing lay perhaps the root of his devotion to
style.lington Ode on
